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“Research shows that at least some musical education has a 

positive impact on social and cognitive development of children. 
And these effects are long lasting – better hearing, better motor 

skills, improved memory, better verbal and literacy skills.” 
 

- Alan Harvey, Musician and Neuroscientist 
 
 
 
 

“Music education opens doors that help children pass from 
school into the world around them – a world of work, culture, 
intellectual activity, and human involvement. The future of our 

nation depends on providing our children with a complete 
education that includes music.” 

 

- President Gerald R. Ford 
 

 
 

 
“The arts significantly boost student achievement, reduce 

discipline problems, and increase the odds students will go on to 
graduate college.”   

 

- Arne Duncan, Former U.S. Secretary of Education 
 

 

 

 

ELEMENTARY BLOCK MUSIC EDUCATORS 
George Brown, Michelle Brunton, Alissa Cunningham, Chad Cunningham, 
Sharon Evans, Erin Girard, Bill Hunker, Ryan Jesch, Jennifer Kil, Evelyn 
Lee, Jeff Long, Michael Lopez, Chris Popperwell, JP Reed, Mahfrin 
Santoke, Alex Soares, Misha Voss, David Weinberg, Kory Wentzel, Rachel 
Wright 
 

ELEMENTARY PRIMARY MUSIC EDUCATORS 
Samantha Gossage, Carly Hancock, Kristen Hellewell, Richard Huang, 
Kristen Matson, Kevin Miller, Tiffany Mui, Noelle Nielsen, Sarah Pappas, 
Marga Reyes, Andrea Romero, Maddison Sperry 
 

ELEMENTARY MUSIC ADMINISTRATOR 
Erica Villarreal  
 

SPECIAL THANKS TO… 
 

Capistrano Unified Board of Trustees and Administration, for their 
continued support of music education for all students. 
 

San Juan Hills High School, for graciously hosting us in their beautiful 
facility. 
 

Evelyn Abreu, for her invaluable administrative support. 
 

Clark Fisher, Director of Performing Arts Facilities; Andrew Kinnon, SJHHS 
Lead Theater Technician; Justin Barnes, Lead Stage Manager; and the 
CUSD theater tech team, for their expert logistical support. 
 

Our ensemble managers: Michelle Brunton, Alissa Cunningham, &  Kory 
Wentzel. 
 

And to our parents and guardians: thank you for your ongoing support of 
your students and of arts education in our schools. 

 
 

In Loving Memory of Carol Cooper-Ajibabi 
(1953-2026) For 36 years, Carol Cooper-Ajibabi 
dedicated her life to music education in Capistrano 
Unified School District, including 20 years inspiring 
young learners in elementary music classrooms. Her 
passion, kindness, and unwavering belief in every 
child’s musical potential will continue to echo 
through every note we share.  



Elementary Honor Orchestra 
 
 

 
 

 

Elementary Honor Choir 
Accompanied by Tiffany Mui 

 

El Vito                                                                                           arr. Emily Crocker 

Directed by Sharon Evans 

Simple Gifts                                                                            arr. Roger Emerson 

Directed by Rachel Wright 

Our America                                                                                arr. John Higgins 

Directed by Alissa Cunningham 
 

Elementary Honor Band 
 

Mechanical Monsters                                                           Randall Standridge 

Directed by Jeff Long 

Mars and Jupiter Melody                                                                Gustav Holst 
Arr. David Weinberg 

Directed by David Weinberg 

Surfin’ USA                                                                                            Chuck Berry 
             Arr. Michael Sweeney   

Directed by Mahfrin Santoke 
 

Elementary Honor Orchestra 
Directed by Michelle Brunton 
Accompanied by Bill Hunker 

 

New River Train                                                                         arr. Virginia Croft   

Legend of Dark Mountain                                                  Soon Hee Newbold   

Fiddles on Fire​ ​  ​​                           Mark Williams 
                                                                        

Combined Ensembles Finale 
Directed by Michelle Brunton, Kory Wentzel & Erin Girard 

 

America the Beautiful                  arr. Michael Sweeney & William Hunker   



Elementary Honor Choir 
 

 

Elementary Honor Band 
 

 


	 

